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Key Factors to Consider When Selecting
the Right Boom Lift for Your Project
A boom lift, also known as an aerial work platform, is a type of elevated platform
used to provide access to high and hard-to-reach areas for construction,
maintenance, and other industrial projects. It consists of a platform or bucket
attached to a hydraulic arm or “boom” that can be raised, lowered, and extended to
reach various heights and positions.

There are several types of boom lifts available, each with its own unique features
and benefits. These include:

1. Articulating boom lifts: These have multiple joints in their boom, allowing for
more flexibility in positioning and reaching tight spaces.

2. Telescopic boom lifts: These have one or more straight, extendable sections in
their boom, providing greater horizontal and vertical reach.

3. Towable boom lifts: These are compact and can be easily towed by a vehicle,
making them ideal for smaller or remote job sites.

4. Electric boom lifts: These run on electric power, making them a more eco-
friendly and quieter option.

When selecting the right boom lift for your project, there are several factors to
consider, such as:

1. Height and reach requirements: You need to determine the maximum height
and reach needed for your project to ensure the boom lift can reach the
necessary areas.

2. Weight capacity: Make sure the boom lift has a weight capacity that can
accommodate the workers and equipment needed for your project.
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3. Terrain and environment: Consider the type of terrain and environment the
boom lift will be used in, such as indoor or outdoor, flat or rough surfaces, etc.

4. Power source: Choose a boom lift with a power source that is suitable for your
project, such as electric, propane, or diesel.

5. Budget and cost: Evaluate your budget and compare the costs of different
boom lifts to determine the most cost-effective option for your project.

Safety should also be a top priority when using a boom lift. Some important safety
considerations include:

Proper training and certification for boom lift operation.

Inspecting the boom lift before each use to ensure it is in good working
condition.

Following the manufacturer’s instructions and safety guidelines for the
specific boom lift model.

Using proper personal protective equipment (PPE) such as harnesses and
helmets.

You can rent or purchase a boom lift for your project by contacting a rental
company, purchasing from a manufacturer or dealer, or considering financing
options. It’s important to carefully evaluate your options and choose the one that
best fits your project’s needs and budget.

What Is a Boom Lift?
A boom lift is a type of aerial work platform used to provide temporary access for
people or equipment to unreachable areas. It is commonly used in construction,
maintenance, and repair work. Boom lifts are equipped with an extendable arm, or
boom, which enables workers to access elevated areas. These machines come in
various types, including articulating and telescopic boom lifts, each designed for
different tasks and environments.

Fact: Boom lifts can reach heights of up to 185 feet.

What Are the Different Types of Boom Lifts?
When it comes to choosing the right boom lift for your project, there are several
important factors to consider. One of the most crucial decisions is determining
which type of boom lift is best suited for your specific needs. In this section, we will
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discuss the different types of boom lifts available, including articulating, telescopic,
towable, and electric lifts. By understanding the unique features and capabilities of
each type, you can make an informed decision that will ensure the success of your
project.

1. Articulating Boom Lifts

Understanding the features and capabilities of articulating boom lifts, such as their
ability to reach up and over obstacles with precise positioning.

Assessing the specific requirements of your project to determine if articulating
boom lifts are the most suitable option for the job.

Considering the space and access limitations at the work site to ensure that
articulating boom lifts can maneuver effectively.

2. Telescopic Boom Lifts

Assess Project Requirements:

Determine the height and reach needed for your specific project when considering
2. telescopic boom lifts.

Evaluate Weight Capacity:

Ensure the selected telescopic boom lift can support the weight of workers and
equipment at required heights.

Consider Terrain:

Account for the environment and terrain where the boom lift will be used to
guarantee optimal performance and safety.

Power Source:

Select a power option that aligns with your project needs and location.

Cost Analysis:

Compare rental and purchase costs while evaluating financing options for acquiring
a telescopic boom lift.

3. Towable Boom Lifts

Assess your project requirements and determine if a towable boom lift is suitable
for the job.

Research and compare different towable boom lift models, considering factors such
as height, reach, weight capacity, and power source.
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Check the terrain and environment of the work site to ensure it is compatible with a
towable boom lift.

Evaluate your budget and cost considerations for renting or purchasing a towable
boom lift.

4. Electric Boom Lifts

1. Evaluate the Height and Reach: Determine the specific height and reach
requirements for your project to ensure the electric boom lift can reach the
necessary areas.

2. Assess Weight Capacity: Consider the weight capacity of the electric boom lift
to ensure it can accommodate the necessary loads for your project.

3. Consider Power Source: Assess the availability of power sources at your
project site to ensure the electric boom lift can be effectively utilized.

4. Review Terrain and Environment: Evaluate the terrain and environmental
conditions at the project site to ensure the electric boom lift is suitable for the
specific conditions.

What Are the Key Factors to Consider When Selecting a
Boom Lift?
When it comes to selecting the right boom lift for your project, there are several
key factors that must be taken into consideration. These factors can greatly impact
the efficiency and success of your project, so it is important to carefully evaluate
each one. In this section, we will discuss the key factors that should be considered
when selecting a boom lift, including height and reach requirements, weight
capacity, terrain and environment, power source, and budget and cost. By
understanding these factors, you can make an informed decision and choose the
best boom lift for your specific project needs.

1. Height and Reach Requirements

Assess the maximum height and horizontal reach needed for your project. Consider
the specific requirements of the job site, such as obstacles or confined spaces.
Consult with a qualified professional to determine the appropriate boom lift
specifications.

Pro-tip: Always factor in a safety buffer when determining the height and reach
requirements to accommodate unexpected changes in the work environment.

2. Weight Capacity
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Understand the intended use and the total weight of all workers and equipment
that will be on the platform to determine the minimum required weight capacity.

Consider potential future needs and factor in any additional weight that may be
required for future projects.

Verify the weight capacity of the boom lift and ensure it meets or exceeds the total
weight requirements for your specific project.

Pro-tip: Always consider a higher weight capacity than your immediate needs to
accommodate any potential changes or additions during the project.

3. Terrain and Environment

Assess the terrain and environment where the boom lift will be operated,
considering factors like rough terrain, slopes, and obstacles. Choose a boom lift
with features suited to the specific environment, such as rough-terrain tires for
outdoor use or narrow chassis for indoor applications. Consider the weather
conditions, including wind speed and potential exposure to elements, to ensure
safe and efficient operation. Evaluate the accessibility of the work area, including
doorways, aisles, and other spatial constraints, to select a boom lift that can
maneuver effectively. When selecting a boom lift, prioritize safety by thoroughly
assessing the terrain and environment to determine the most suitable lift for the
job.

4. Power Source

Determine the Power Source:

1. Choose between diesel, dual fuel, or electric based on indoor or outdoor use,
emission regulations, and noise restrictions.

2. Understand Operational Needs:

Assess the required runtime, charging infrastructure, and maintenance
costs for each power source option.

3. Evaluate Environmental Impact:

Consider the ecological footprint, carbon emissions, and energy
efficiency of the chosen power source.

5. Budget and Cost

Evaluate the rental or purchase cost for the boom lift based on your project’s
budget. Compare pricing from different rental companies or manufacturers to find
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the most cost-effective option. Consider additional expenses such as delivery
charges, insurance, and maintenance costs. Explore financing options if purchasing
to align with your budget and cost constraints.

The first recorded use of a boom lift was in the 1950s when it was initially
developed for agricultural purposes to facilitate picking fruits from taller trees. The
design and functionality have since evolved, making boom lifts indispensable in
various industries including construction, maintenance, and film production.

What Are the Safety Considerations for Using a Boom
Lift?
When working with a boom lift, safety should always be a top priority. In this
section, we will discuss the key safety considerations that should be taken into
account when using a boom lift for your project. These include proper training and
certification for operators, thorough inspection of the equipment before use,
following the manufacturer’s instructions, and utilizing appropriate personal
protective equipment. By following these safety measures, you can ensure a safe
and successful operation of your boom lift.

1. Proper Training and Certification

Enrol in a certified training programme tailored to boom lift operation. Complete
the programme and pass the certification exam. Maintain certification through
regular training updates and renewal.

Did you know? Proper training and certification reduce the risk of accidents and
ensure safe operation of boom lifts.

2. Inspecting the Boom Lift Before Use

Inspect the lift structure and components for any signs of damage or wear, ensuring
the integrity of the equipment.

Check the functionality of safety features such as emergency lowering system,
outriggers, and fall arrest systems.

Examine hydraulic systems and hoses for leaks, ensuring proper functionality.

Verify the condition of the platform, ensuring it is stable and secure for operation.

3. Following Manufacturer’s Instructions

When using a boom lift, following the manufacturer’s instructions is crucial for
safety and proper operation. Read the user manual thoroughly to understand
operational guidelines. Inspect the equipment before use as per the manufacturer’s
recommendations. Adhere to any weight capacity limitations and operational
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restrictions specified. Ensure that maintenance and service schedules are followed
diligently.

In 1951, the first hydraulic crane was invented by construction equipment
manufacturer Sellick. This invention revolutionized the construction industry and
paved the way for modern hydraulic boom lifts.

4. Using Proper Personal Protective Equipment

Assess the work environment to identify potential hazards.

Select appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) based on the specific
hazards, such as hard hats, safety harnesses, or eye protection.

Ensure that the PPE is in good condition and fits properly.

Train all personnel on the correct usage, care, and limitations of the PPE.

Mandate the consistent use of the required PPE during boom lift operation.

How Can You Rent or Purchase a Boom Lift for Your
Project?
When it comes to selecting the right boom lift for your project, there are a few
important factors to consider. One option is to rent or purchase a boom lift from a
reputable company. In this section, we will discuss the different avenues you can
take to acquire a boom lift, including contacting a rental company, purchasing from
a manufacturer or dealer, and exploring financing options. By understanding these
options, you can make an informed decision that best fits the needs of your project.

1. Contacting a Rental Company

1. Research: Identify reputable rental companies in your area, comparing their
offerings and prices.

2. Request Quotes: Contact the companies to get detailed quotes including
rental duration, delivery, and pickup.

3. Evaluate Terms: Review the rental agreement, considering insurance coverage,
maintenance, and liability.

4. Schedule Delivery: Once decided, arrange the delivery of the boom lift to your
project site.

Did you know? Boom lifts are also known as cherry pickers due to their original use
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in orchards for harvesting fruit.

2. Purchasing from a Manufacturer or Dealer

Research: Explore manufacturers and dealers to compare prices, warranties, and
after-sales services.

Visit Showrooms: Check out the boom lifts in person to assess their condition and
features.

Seek Recommendations: Ask for referrals from industry experts or colleagues who
have purchased boom lifts.

Negotiate: Discuss pricing, delivery, and additional services to get the best deal.

Financing Options: Inquire about financing plans or leasing options if purchasing
outright isn’t feasible.

When purchasing from a manufacturer or dealer, ensure to thoroughly evaluate the
equipment and terms, allowing for a well-informed decision.

3. Considering Financing Options

Assess Your Financial Capacity:

Evaluate your budget and determine the amount you can allocate for the boom lift.

Research Financing Options:

Explore various financing avenues such as bank loans, equipment leasing, or
manufacturer financing to find the best fit for your financial situation.

Compare Interest Rates and Terms:

Analyse the interest rates, repayment terms, and other conditions offered by
different lenders or lessors to make an informed decision.

Review Eligibility Criteria:

Understand the requirements set by financing providers and ensure you meet the
necessary criteria for approval.

Consult Financial Advisors:

Seek advice from financial professionals to gain insights into the most suitable
financing options for your project.

Frequently Asked Questions
What are the key parameters to consider when selecting the right boom lift for
my project?
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Some important factors to consider include the platform height, horizontal reach,
payload capacity, operational height, and load capacity. It is also important to
assess the work site for factors such as aisle widths, turning radius, surface
conditions, and power sources.

What is the difference between platform height and working height in an aerial
lift?

Platform height refers to the maximum elevation for an operator’s feet, while
working height is 6′ above the platform height. It is important to understand both
measurements when selecting the right boom lift for your project.

How can I accurately measure my facility for an aerial lift?

Tools like tape measures or ultrasonic distance meters can help with accurate
measurements of factors such as aisle widths and doorway heights. It is crucial to
have precise measurements to ensure the boom lift can maneuver safely in the
work space.

What are some alternative fuel sources for aerial lifts?

Batteries typically offer 4 hours of operation time and require 8 hours to recharge,
making alternative fuel sources like LP a consideration for multi-shift operations. It
is important to factor in fuel costs and delivery methods when selecting the right
boom lift for your project.

What are the benefits of using a telescopic boom lift for my project?

Telescopic boom lifts offer a significant amount of horizontal reach, making them
popular for outdoor projects. They are also more stable at higher heights and
perform better in windy or rainy conditions. Additionally, they are more compact
than other types of boom lifts, making them suitable for narrow areas.

What should I look for in a boom lift checklist when selecting the right one for
my project?

Some important items to check on a boom lift checklist include the manufacturer
information, equipment spec sheet, lift capacities, fuel source, and operational
capabilities. It is also important to assess the work site and application requirements
to ensure the boom lift is suitable for the project.

Can I save on costs by renting different boom lifts for different weight capacities?

Yes, renting different boom lifts for different weight capacities can save on costs
and avoid the need for maintenance and storage of a large, heavy-duty boom lift.
This can also be beneficial for projects with multiple work sites or varying weight
requirements.
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